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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1950. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  12.79  and  this  figure,  when  adjusted,  gives  a 
Corrected  Death  Rate  of  10.23  which  compares  with  11.6  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  31.47  as  compared  with  29.8  for  the  country 
as  a whole  and  with  23.58  for  1949. 

The  death  rate  for  tuberculosis  is  .07 — the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  in  this 
district.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  .36. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Six  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred,  three  with  paralysis  and  three  without. 
The  numbers  for  1947,  1948  and  1948  were  21,  4 and  10  respectively. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  fifty-one,  was  the  highest  for  several 
years,  twenty-one  occurring  in  the  parish  of  Hurstpierpoint  ; of  these  thirty 
were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  I should  like  to  point  out  once  again 
that  as  scarlet  fever  is  now  a comparatively  mild  disease  cases  should  only 
be  removed  where  (1)  the  patient  cannot  be  nursed  at  home,  (2)  a member 
of  the  household  is  employed  in  the  handling  of  milk  and  (3)  there  is  an 
approaching  confinement  in  the  house.  In  view  of  the  small  number  of  beds 
available  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  such  a large  population  it  is  important 
that  these  beds  should  not  be  taken  up  by  unnecessary  admissions  of  scarlet 
fever,  resulting  in  more  urgent  cases  having  to  be  refused. 

One  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred,  the  infection  being  contracted  in 
another  district. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Since  July,  1948,  the  County  Council  has  been  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  this  scheme  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
delegated  the  duties  in  connection  with  local  arrangements  to  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  this 
district,  and  for  the  past  eleven  years  only  two  immunised  and  four  non- 
immunised  children  have  contracted  diphtheria.  Credit  for  these  figures  must 
be  given  to  immunisation  as  since  1940  the  percentage  of  immunised  children, 
1 to  15  years  of  age,  has  never  fallen  below  95. 

Striking  figures  for  the  country  as  a whole  were  given  in  a recent  article 
by  a Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  In  1941  over  50,000  cases  of 
diphtheria  were  notified  and  of  these  2,641  were  fatal,  whilst  for  the  preceding 
ten  years  the  average  annual  number  of  deaths  was  3,115,  and  that  of  notifi- 
cations around  60,000.  During  1950  the  number  of  cases  had  fallen  to  980 
with  49  deaths,  and  this  satisfactory  position  has  been  maintained  into  1951. 


Concern  was  expressed  that  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  latter  half  of  1950 
there  was  a falling-off  in  the  number  of  children  immunised  and  it  was  considered 
that  this  was  due  to  the  fear  that  inoculations  might  bring  on  paralytic  polio- 
myelitis. This  problem  is  now  being  investigated  and  for  the  present  all  that 
can  be  said  is  that  a prima  facie  case  has  been  made  out  of  the  possibility, 
during  the  epidemic  prevalance,  of  some  occasional  connection  between  recent 
immunisation  and  the  onset  of  the  paralysis.  The  risk,  however,  is  extremely 
small  and  in  1950  with  over  half  a million  immunisations  only  58  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  developed  within  four  weeks  of  the  injection — this  out  of  a total 
of  5,000  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis. 

In  this  area  investigations  since  1947  have  failed  to  show  a single  instance 
of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  following  immunisation  injections.  As  it  had  been 
reported  that  the  occurrence  of  paralysis  in  the  limb  had  invariably  occurred 
when  the  injection  was  given  intramuscularly  it  was  decided  in  August  to 
change  our  technique  of  giving  .5  c.c.  A.P.T.  intramuscularly  to  .5  c.c.  P.T.A.P. 
subcutaneously  because  the  latter  was  reported  to  cause  less  discomfort  when 
given  by  this  route.  Our  experience  of  this  method  has  been  similar  ; in  fact 
the  reactions  appear  to  be  less  frequent  and  less  pronounced  and  the  Schick 
conversion  rate  is  equally  good. 

The  falling-off  in  immunisations  in  the  country  as  a whole  did  not  apply 
to  this  district  and  the  position  at  31st  December,  1950,  was  that  out  of  a total 
of  6,073  children  under  15  years  of  age  5,598  had  been  immunised — a percentage 
of  92.  Immunisation  does  not  commence  until  the  child  is  nine  months  old, 
and  if  these  are  excluded  from  the  figures  the  percentage  of  children  immunised 
would  be  98.  I should  like  to  emphasise  once  again  that  these  figures  are  not 
estimates,  but  are  founded  on  fact,  a card  being  made  out  for  every  child  in 
the  district  and  immunisations  are  recorded  thereon. 

As  it  is  some  years  since  the  immunisation  scheme  as  operated  in  this 
district  was  detailed,  I think  it  may  be  helpful  if  I were  to  explain  our  procedure. 
Details  of  children  are  received  from  various  sources  including  the  Registrar 
of  Births  (weekly  return),  the  County  Council  through  the  maternity  and 
child  welfare  department,  other  districts  and  schools.  A letter  is  sent  to 
every  parent  when  the  child  is  eight  months  old  advising  immunisation  and 
giving  the  option  of  their  own  doctor  or  a special  clinic.  This  letter  is  followed 
by  a personal  approach  by  the  district  nurse  or  health  visitor,  and  in  a number 
of  cases  Dr.  Duke,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  gives  the  injections  at 
the  child’s  home.  Three  to  six  months  after  the  immunisation  course,  which 
consists  of  two  injections  at  monthly  intervals,  an  offer  is  made  to  the  parent 
for  the  child  to  be  Schick  tested  and  this  is  done  by  Dr.  Duke  at  special  clinics 
throughout  the  district. 

As  immunity  wanes  somewhat  over  a period  of  years  all  schools  in  the 
area  are  visited  at  regular  intervals,  children  in  primary  schools  being  given  a 
reinforcing  injection  on  admission  at  the  age  of  five  years,  while  in  the  case 
of  private  school  children  the  new  admissions,  of  whatever  age,  are  Schick 
tested  and  only  those  found  to  be  Schick  positive  are  given  another  injection. 
At  ten  years  of  age  a Schick  test  is  given  and  where  the  test  is  positive  additional 
immunisation  injections  are  given.  With  this  age  group  because  of  the 
possibility  of  reactions  with  A.P.T.  or  P.T.A.P.  the  antigen  used  is  T.A.F. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  all  children  tested  at  this  age  the  percentage 
who  are  positive  is  only  8,  showing  the  methods  adopted  do  ensure  immunity 
among  the  majority  of  school  children.  It  is  also  probable  that  those  who  do 
react  to  the  Schick  test  possess  a latent  immunity  which  would  come  into  play 
if  they  were  infected  with  the  organisms  of  diphtheria. 

All  the  testing  and  test  reading  throughout  the  area  has  been  carried  out 
by  Dr.  H.  L.  Duke,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  he  also  gave  the 
majority  of  the  inoculations.  It  is  mainly  due  to  his  efforts  and  those  of  Miss 
F.  M.  Dean,  Immunisation  Clerk,  that  the  scheme  runs  so  smoothly  and 
efficiently. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

As  it  is  now  eleven  years  since  the  Ministry  of  Health  made  measles  and 
whooping  cough  notifiable  it  would  seem  that  the  time  is  opportune  to  ask 
oneself  if  notification  is  serving  any  useful  purpose.  In  the  case  of  measles, 
248  cases  were  notified  last  year  and  the  figures  were  about  the  same  for  the 
last  few  years.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a great  deal  of  time  has  been  taken 
up  with  these  notifications.  The  general  practitioner  has  to  complete  a form 
in  each  case — many  complain  bitterly  of  the  form  filling  they  now  have  to 
perform — particulars  have  to  be  entered  in  a register  and  the  form  sent  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  keeps  another  register.  In  due 
course  the  general  practitioner  receives  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  each 
notification.  As  far  as  this  district  is  concerned  I cannot  see  that  notification 
has  served  any  useful  purpose  as  when  a general  practitioner  wishes  for  the 
admission  of  a case  to  the  isolation  hospital  he  telephones  the  request  to  my 
office  and  notification  plays  no  part  in  the  matter.  Whooping  cough  is  a more 
serious  disease  than  measles,  especially  in  young  children,  but  the  same  applies 
to  this  disease  as  far  as  notification  is  concerned  and  cases  could  be  admitted 
to  the  isolation  hospital  without  it. 

VACCINATION 

The  recent  outbreak  of  smallpox  at  Brighton  again  demonstrated  the  value 
of  vaccination  and  revaccination  in  preventing  the  disease  from  spreading 
and  also  that  on  the  whole  the  longer  the  time  since  vaccination  was  performed 
the  more  severely  persons  were  attacked.  As  Dr.  Cramb,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  states  in  his  Report  on  the  outbreak,  no  member  of  the  public  health 
department  (medical,  nursing,  sanitary  inspectorate,  clerical  or  ambulance) 
contracted  the  disease,  all  being  vaccinated  at  the  beginning  of  the  outbreak 
and  in  the  case  of  all  the  doctors  and  many  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  further 
revaccinations  were  performed  during  the  course  of  the  outbreak. 

All  known  contacts  were  vaccinated  as  soon  as  ascertained,  and  kept  under 
daily  observation,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  procedure  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
the  outbreak  was  brought  to  an  end  less  than  four  weeks  from  the  time  the 
first  case  was  diagnosed.  Without  vaccination  the  outbreak  could  not  have 
been  controlled.  Of  the  twenty-nine  cases,  ten  died,  and  of  the  latter  seven 
had  never  been  vaccinated,  while  in  the  case  of  the  other  three  all  had  been 
vaccinated  in  infancy  but  were  over  50  years  of  age,  by  which  time  the  immunity 
from  vaccination  had  been  lost.  It  is  probable  that  if  these  three  people  had 
been  revaccinated,  say  at  school-leaving  age,  they  would  be  alive  to-day. 

There  were  a number  of  contacts  in  this  district,  most  of  them  working 
at  the  telephone  exchange,  and  they  were  kept  under  observation  during  the 
incubation  period.  In  the  early  days  of  the  outbreak  I advised  the  public 
in  this  area,  through  the  local  press,  that  those  who  were  working  in  Brighton 
or  visiting  there  should  be  vaccinated,  but  that  there  was  no  need  for  mass 
vaccination.  The  public,  however,  were  alarmed  and  flocked  to  the  doctors’ 
surgeries,  over  10,000  people  principally  from  the  south  part  of  the  district 
being  vaccinated. 

Every  child  should  be  vaccinated  during  the  first  year  of  life,  preferably 
about  the  third  or  fourth  month,  but  only  a small  percentage  of  infants  are 
being  vaccinated,  and  I would  like  to  make  a strong  appeal  to  parents  in  this 
district  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  at  this  age.  At  a later  date,  especially 
in  the  case  of  adolescents  and  adults  primary  vaccination  is  not  without  risk, 
small  though  it  may  be.  Medical  opinion  is  somewhat  divided  on  the  need  for 
revaccination  in  children,  but  for  my  part,  because  of  the  risk  of  smallpox  being 
introduced  to  this  country  by  air  travel,  I consider  children  should  be  re- 
vaccinated at  school  entry  and  on  leaving  school.  I believe  if  this  were  done 
they  would  have  a better  chance  of  escaping  the  disease  if  they  came  in  contact 
with  a case,  or  at  any  rate  they  would  have  it  in  a milder  form. 


5 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

An  excellent  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition  which  attracted  over  4,000  people 
including  in  addition  to  the  general  public  members  of  women’s  institutes, 
school  children  and  food  traders  and  their  staffs,  was  held  in  Haywards  Heath 
in  March,  1950.  A full  report  appeared  in  my  last  year’s  annual  report. 

Many  food  traders  in  the  district  have  initiated  a number  of  improvements 
in  their  premises  following  this  exhibition,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  served 
a very  useful  purpose  in  showing  how  food  should  be  handled  and  cared  for. 

Three  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year.  In  the  first, 
four  people  in  one  household  were  involved,  but  although  full  investigations 
were  carried  out  the  source  of  the  infection  was  not  discovered. 

There  must  be  many  unrecognised  cases  of  food  poisoning  every  year, 
in  the  majority  of  which  the  doctor  is  never  called  in  and  therefore  they  are 
never  notified.  Sometimes  the  notification  of  one  case  brings  to  light,  on 
investigation,  a number  of  other  cases.  The  second  outbreak  is  a good  illus- 
tration of  this  : — A general  practitioner  asked  me  to  see  a husband  and  wife 
(“  A”  and  “ B”)  who  had  been  ill  for  three  days  with  a raised  temperature 
and  severe  diarrhoea,  food  poisoning  being  suspected.  On  investigation  I 
found  that  the  illness  began  on  the  Monday  morning  and  on  the  day  before 
they  had  visited  a household  in  a neighbouring  village  and  had  partaken  of  a 
meal  there.  Suspicion  pointed  to  a jelly  as  being  the  most  likely  food  which 
had  caused  the  infection.  I called  at  the  house  and  found  that  two  (“  C”  and 
“ D”)  of  the  three  people  living  there  had  been  ill  since  Monday  morning 
with  symptoms  of  food  poisoning  and  they  had  also  consumed  the  jelly.  The 
other  member  of  the  family,  the  housewife,  had  made  the  jelly  but  had  not 
consumed  any  and  she  had  not  been  ill.  It  was  also  found  that  a family  of 
four  in  a neighbouring  town  had  also  spent  the  Sunday  at  this  house.  It  was 
ascertained  that  three  (“  E,”  “ F”  and  “ G”)  of  the  four  had  also  been  ill 
and  had  consumed  the  jelly.  Specimens  of  stools  from  all  seven  cases  were 
found  to  be  positive  for  food  poisoning  bacteria — salmonella  typhi-murium. 
The  woman  who  made  the  jelly  had  previously  handled  raw  sausage  meat 
and  as  this  was  made  from  pork  from  a pig  which  was  said  to  have  been  ill  on 
arrival  at  the  slaughterhouse,  it  is  possible  that  this  may  have  been  the  source 
of  the  infection.  “A”  worked  in  a butcher’s  shop — handling  and  delivering 
meat,  etc. — and  it  was  important  to  make  sure  that  he  was  free  from  infection 
before  he  returned  to  work.  When  he  recovered,  specimens  of  his  stool  were 
examined  and  were  reported  to  be  positive.  He  was  informed  that  he  was  a 
“ carrier”  and  under  the  Council’s  byelaws  he  was  precluded  from  returning 
to  his  former  occupation.  The  “ carrier”  state  persisted  for  several  months 
and  meantime  he  took  up  another  occupation.  This  occurrence  illustrates  how 
the  new  byelaws  have  proved  their  usefulness.  Prior  to  their  adoption  there 
was  no  provision  in  any  act  or  regulation  to  prevent  a “ carrier”  of  food 
poisoning  bacteria  from  taking  part  in  the  handling  of  food. 

The  third  outbreak  occurred  in  June  comprising  30  people  of  a coach  party 
numbering  135  which  was  on  an  outing  from  a London  Borough  to  Brighton 
and  stopped  at  a restaurant  in  this  district  for  lunch.  Before  commencing 
their  lunch  these  30  people  became  ill  with  severe  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  ; 8 of 
them  were  so  ill  that  they  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital.  On  investigation 
it  was  found  that  the  party  on  route  had  consumed  ham  sandwiches  which 
had  been  prepared  at  a public  house  in  one  of  the  London  boroughs.  The 
manager  of  the  restaurant,  where  the  party  were  to  have  their  lunch,  was 
suspicious  of  the  ham  sandwiches  and  as  one  was  left  over,  very  commendably 
put  it  in  his  refrigerator.  This  sandwich  was  examined  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  found  to  contain  staphylococci,  the  same  organisms  being 
also  isolated  from  the  vomit  and  stools  of  the  sufferers.  Further  investigations 
at  the  restaurant  in  the  London  borough  revealed  the  fact  that  the  same  type 
of  organisms  were  found  in  the  noses,  throats  and  hands  of  three  food  handlers 
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who  had  prepared  the  ham  sandwiches.  If  these  food  handlers  had  washed  their 
hands  thoroughly  before  handling  the  ham  this  outbreak  would  not  have  occurred. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  of  Inspections  in  this  report  over  1,100 
inspections  were  carried  out  at  dairies,  butchers’  shops,  catering  establishments, 
ice-cream  premises,  bakehouses  and  other  food  shops.  At  these  visits,  when 
conditions  were  unsatisfactory  in  any  respect,  the  management  was  informed 
either  verbally  or  by  letter  and  improvements  are  continually  being  effected 
in  this  way.  Informal  talks  to  the  management  and  staff  on  the  reason  for 
the  care  to  be  taken  in  food  handling  were  also  given,  and  these  are  of  great 
value  as,  generally  speaking,  co-operation  is  forthcoming  when  it  is  realised 
how  food  can  be  infected  and  how  food  poisoning  can  be  prevented. 

A Code  of  Practice  which  set  out  the  care  to  be  taken  by  food  handlers 
and  the  need  for  personal  cleanliness  was  sent  to  all  food  traders  in  the  district 
asking  them  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  their  staff. 

Although  the  supervision  of  milk  production  on  the  farm  has  passed  from 
local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  we  are  still  responsible  for  the 
safety  and  purity  of  the  supply  after  the  milk  has  left  the  farm,  and  particular 
importance  is  attached  to  this  side  of  food  hygiene.  Over  400  samples  of  milk 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  in  order  to  ascertain  if  the  sterilisa- 
tion of  bottles  was  being  carried  out  at  the  dairy  a number  of  cleaned  empty 
bottles  was  sent  to  the  laboratory  for  testing.  By  this  means  it  is  possible  to 
say  whether  the  fault  can  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  farm  or  the  dairy. 

In  addition  talks  on  food  hygiene  were  given  to  women’s  institutes, 
Townswomen’s  Guilds  and  other  organisations  ; these  talks  serve  a very  useful 
purpose  in  that  they  educate  the  public  to  expect  and  demand  clean  food  at 
shops,  restaurants,  cafes,  etc.,  and  as  they  are  usually  reported  in  the  local 
press  they  have  a still  wider  appeal. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Jones,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  help 
and  co-operation  and  for  the  particulars  supplied  for  this  Report,  and  to  the 
other  members  of  the  staff,  and  in  particular  to  Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  consideration,  support  and  assistance  1 have  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . William  B.  Stott,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.), 

D.P.H.  (Camb.) 

{Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Urban  and  Burgess  Hill 

Urban  Districts) 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  H.  L.  Duke,  O.B.E.,  M.D.,  Sc.D.  (Camb.), 

D.T.M.  & Hy. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  . . F.  G.  Jones,  M.B.E.,  F.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods 


Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  R.  S.  Relf,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Clerks  to  the  M.O.H.  . . 
Clerk  to  the  S.S.L 


B.  P.  Darking,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 
Other  Foods 

C.  T.  S.  Young,  A. R. San. I. 

Miss  G.  L.  Everson 

Miss  G.  J.  Shuttlewood 
Miss  I.  Robbins 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Summary  of  Statistics  for  the  years  : 


1948 

1949 

1950 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 

74,360 

74,360 

74,360 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  . . 

28,400 

28,850 

29,390 

Rateable  Value 

£213,504 

£217,155 

£220,219 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£834 

£865 

£880 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre) . . 

0.38 

0.39 

0.39 

Number  of  Houses 

8,428 

8,547 

9,525 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  .. 

14.86 

14.70 

14.05 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .. 

12.85 

12.86 

12.79 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

40.28 

23.58 

31.47 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males  Females 

1 

1 .. 


1 

7 


16 

1 

2 

25 

24 

3 

41 

11 

2 

10 

7 

1 

3 
1 

4 

5 

2 

13 

3 

5 

3 

1 


1 

5 
2 

24 

2 

19 

13 

10 

53 

6 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

18 

2 

6 

1 


Totals 193  . . 183 


8 


BIRTH  RATE,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANNUAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

During  the  Year  1950  (Provisional  Figures). 
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London  . . . . . . 

Cuckfield  Rural  . . . . j 
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* Corrected  death  rate.  Puerperal 

Corrected  birth  rate  Sepsis.  Others.  Total. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows: — Per  1,000  Total  Births  0.03  0.15  0.18 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  are  as  follows  . . . . . . Nil  Nil  Nil 


BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Births  and  Birth  Rate 


The  following  table  shows  the 

Births  registered  for  the 

year  1950 : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

202 

189 

391 

Illegitimate 

13 

9 

22 

Totals 

215 

198 

413 

This  gives  a rate  of  14.05  per  1,000 

population. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Stillbirths 

2 

5 

7 

Legitimate 

2 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  following  table  shows  the  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  1950: — 
Male  Female  Total 

193  ..  183  ..  376 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  12.79  per  1,000  population. 

The  Corrected  Death  Rate  is  10.23. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  examination  of  specimens  for  diphtheria, 
typhoid,  etc.,  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton  (Tel.  No.  Brighton  23506).  Medical  practitioners  send  the  specimens 
direct  to  the  Laboratory,  and  they  receive  the  report  by  telephone,  a copy  of 
such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

Sputum  for  tuberculosis — specimens  are  also  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  milk,  water,  bathing  pools,  etc.,  are  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  now  removed  by  one  of  the  two  British 
Red  Cross  Society’s  ambulances  stationed  at  Lavender’s  Garage,  Sussex 
Road,  Haywards  Heath. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 

Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation  Hospital  for 
the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve  of  these  beds  are  in  a cubicle 
block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a block  consisting  of  two  main  wards  and 
side  wards. 

Alterations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to  the  block  which  formerly 
dealt  with  cases  of  diphtheria  and  it  now  accommodates  fourteen  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

A table  on  page  20  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the  year. 

Smallpox 

Sedgebrook  Smallpox  Hospital,  Plumpton,  has  accommodation  for  ten 
cases.  The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  state  that 
cases  of  smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the  River  Hospitals 
(Long  Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 


Ardingly 

Village  Hall 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Thursday 

Balcombe 

Parish  Room 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Wednesday 

Staplefield 

Village  Hall 

1st  Thursday 

(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Bolney 

Rawson  Institute 

4th  Tuesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Crawley  Down . . 

6 Sunny  Avenue 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  2nd  Tuesday 

Hjrsted  Keynes 

Congregational  Church 

1st  and  3rd  Friday 

Hall 

Dr.  on  3rd  Friday 

Hurstpierpoint  . . 

Parish  Hall 

3rd  Tuesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Albourne 

Truslers  Hall 

2nd  Wednesday 

(Weighing  Centre  only) 

Keymer 

Village  Hall 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 

Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 

Poynings 

Village  Hall 

Last  Wednesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Scavnes  Hill  . . 

Women’s  Institute  Hall 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

(Weighing  Session  only) 

Slaugham 

Village  Hall,  Handcross 

3rd  Monday 

Dr.  each  session 

Three  Bridges  . . 

Jubilee  Welfare  Centre 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
Dr.  each  session 

Warninglid 

Village  Hall 

2nd  Monday 

(Weighing  Centre  only) 

West  Hoathly  . . 

Village  Hall 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 
A/N  1st  Tuesday 

Dr.  each  session 

Cuckfield 

Congregational  Church 

2nd  Friday 

Hall 

Dr.  each  session 

Lindfield 

The  Tiger 

1st  Monday 

Dr.  each  session 

Clinics  : 

T.B 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Every  Thursday  except 

Oaklands, 

2nd  Thursday 

Haywards  Heath 
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Orthopaedic 


Speech  Therapy 


Child  Guidance 


Minor  Ailments 


Dental  . . 


School  Clinic  . . 


Family  Planning 


Sub-Fertility 


Venereal  Diseases 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Mill  Road, 
Burgess  Hill 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road, 

Burgess  Hill 

East  Grinstead  : 

Moat  Road 

Lewes  : 

Eastgate  Baptist  Church 
Room,  Lewes 

Hove  : 

33  Clarendon  Villas, 
Hove  3 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 


Tuesday  1.30-5  p.m. 

Friday  9 a.m.-5  p.m. 

Dr.  attends  4th  Wednesday 
at  10.30  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 

Wednesday  9.30  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 

Wednesday  2 p.m. 

(By  appointment) 


Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

(By  appointment) 

Every  Wednesday  10  a.m. 
(By  appointment) 

Tuesday  at  10  a.m. 
Thursday  at  2 p.m. 


Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
9-10  a.m. 


Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 


Dr.  Douglas 

(By  appointment) 


2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays 
2 p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 

1st  Wednesday  2 p.m. 
Dr.  each  session 

(By  appointment) 


Facilities  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton 


Men  : 


Monday  ..  1.30-4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  ..  1.30-4.30  p.m. 

Saturday  ..  1.30-4.30  p.m. 


Women  and  Children  : 


Tuesday  . . 
Thursday  . . 
Saturday  . . 


1.30-4.30  p.m. 
10  a.m.-l  p.m. 
10  a.m.-l  p.m. 


New  cases  must  attend  at  least  one  hour  before  the 
Clinic  closes. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Notification  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population 


Notifications 

England  and  Wales 

Cuckfield  Rural 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

0.00 

0.03 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.50 

1.74 

Whooping  Cough 

3.60 

3.20 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

— 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

0.07 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

8.39 

8.44 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

0.34 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis) — 

Paralytic 

0.13 

0.10 

Non-paralytic 

0.05 

0.10 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

0.17 

0.27 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMNUNISATION 


0-15  YEARS  OF  AGE 


Number  on  Roll  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,073 

Number  Immunised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,598 

Percentage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 

Percentage  excluding  children  under  nine  months  . . . . 98 


The  table  below  shows  the  immunisation  figures  for  every  school  in  the 
district : — 


On  Roll 

Immunised 

Percentage 

SCHOOLS : Primary  and 

County  Secondary 

Albourne  . . 

32 

32 

100 

Ardingly 

77 

77 

100 

Bolney 

57 

57 

100 

Pyecombe  . . 

19 

19 

100 

Staplefield 

30 

30 

100 

Twineham  . . 

16 

16 

100 

Warninglid . . 

49 

49 

100 

Worth  Voluntary  Secondary 

148 

148 

100 

Balcombe  . . 

109 

108 

99 

Crawley  Down 

86 

85 

99 

*Handcross  . . 

105 

104 

99 

Hurstpierpoint  Primary  . . 

182 

180 

99 

Copthorne  . . 

106 

104 

99 

Hassocks  . . 

198 

193 

97 

Hurstpierpoint  Voluntary 

Secondary 

156 

152 

97 

Scaynes  Hill 

38 

37 

97 

Turners  Hill 

40 

39 

97 

West  Hoathly 

107 

104 

97 

Worth-Three  Bridges 

247 

239 

97 

Horsted  Keynes 

76 

73 

96 

Poynings  . . 

47 

45 

96 

Sayers  Common  . . 

37 

32 

86 

1,962 

1,923 

98 

NOT  YET  AT  SCHOOL,  or  at 

school  outside  our  area  . . 

499 

491 

98 

SCHOOLS,  Private 

1,164 

1,149 

99 

3,625 

3,563 

98 

* Has  no  refusals  but  cannot  be  included  in  the  100  per  cent,  category  as 
there  is  one  child  awaiting  first  injection. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  PARISHES 
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TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1950 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1940-1950 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1936-1950 
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THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


I am  indebted  to  the  Matron,  Miss  J.  M.  Reid,  for  the  following  par- 
ticulars  of  cases  admitted  during  the  year. 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

l Burgess  Hill 

Urban  District 

East  Grinstead 

Urban  District 

Uckfield  Rural 

District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

6 

— 

- 

1 

7 

1 

15 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 

- 

' -p 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

28 

11 

- 

16 

7 

3 

65 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Otitis  Media 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Chickenpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Observation  Scarlet  Fever 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Paratyphoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Observation  Typhoid  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Typhoid  “ Carrier”  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Measles  . . 

- 

1 

- 

10 

1 

2 

14 

Measles  and  Broncho  Pneumonia 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Rubella  . . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

4 

WhoopingCoughandPneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Whooping  Cough  and  Epilepsy 

- 

- 

- 

- | 

- 

3 

3 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Observation  Dysentery 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Observation  Erysipelas 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cellulitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Cellulitis  with  Generalised  Ur- 
ticaria . . 

1 



1 

Chickenpox 

2 

- 

1 

5 

5 

4 

17 

Chickenpox  and  Extensive  Burns 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Mumps  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Observation  Mumps  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Mumps  and  Oophoritis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Mumps  and  Orchitis  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Streptococcal  Throat  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tonsillitis 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

5 

Quinsey  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Vincents  Angina 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Laryngitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Influenza 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Febrile  Catarrh 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

3 

Glandular  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Mastitis  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

Totals  . . 

53 

18 

6 

40 

29 

28 

174 

The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  thirty-nine  different  diseases,  observation 
cases  or  diseases  with  complications  to  be  dealt  with. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Mr.  Jones,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  furnished  the  following  report 
on  the  sanitary  supervision  of  the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLY 
(a)  Public  Supplies 

This  District  is  extremely  well  served  with  piped  water,  8,176  houses 
out  of  a total  of  8,649,  having  this  service  direct  to  the  houses — 94.5  per  cent. 
A further  42  houses  have  the  supply  in  the  form  of  standpipes. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
houses  with  a piped  supply  in  each  parish : — 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 

Houses  with  piped 
Supply 

Standpipes 

No. 

Population 

No. 

Population 

Albourne 

156 

150 

487 





Ardingly 

369 

366 

1,189 

— 

— 

Balcombe 

402 

390 

1,267 

— 

— 

Bolney  . . 

302 

289 

939 

— 

— 

Clayton . . 

258 

256 

832 

— 

— • 

Cuckfield  Rural 

550 

538 

1,748 

— 



Fulking.. 

94 

39 

127 

20 

65 

Horsted  Keynes 

355 

303 

985 

— 

— 

Hurstpierpoint . . 

1,193 

1,135 

3,688 

— 

— 

Keymer . . 

961 

953 

3,099 

— 

— 

Lindfield  Rural 

365 

360 

1,170 

— 

— 

Newtimber 

43 

37 

120 

— 

— 

Poynings 

105 

84 

273 

16 

52 

Pyecombe 

74 

66 

214 

6 

19 

Slaugham 

494 

473 

1,537 

— 

— 

Twineham 

87 

82 

266 

— 

— 

West  Hoathly  . . 

482 

459 

1,492 

— 

— 

Worth  . . 

2,359 

2,196 

7,137 

— 

— . 

Totals 

8,649 

8,176 

26,570 

42 

136 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  from  each  of  the  public  supplies  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis.  All  were  satisfactory  with  the  exception 
of  two  samples  taken  from  the  Fulking  supply. 


Supply 

Bacterio- 

logical 

Chemical 

Poynings  Village  Supply 

8 

1 

Fulking  Village  Supply  

17 

2 

Pyecombe 

2 

2 

Worth  Park  Supply  . . 

5 

1 

Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board’s  Supply  .. 

2 

2 

Burgess  Hill  Water  Company’s  Supply 

4 

4 

Worth  and  West  Hoathly  Supply 

1 

1 
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Public  Supplies 

(i)  All  public  supplies  are  sampled  monthly  for  bacteriological  analysis, 
and  all  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

(ii)  The  Boards  or  Companies  responsible  for  the  piped  supply  carried 
out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water,  and  all  were 
reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

All  waters  are  chlorinated  after  filtration. 

Chemical  analyses  were  taken  by  this  Council  of  all  public  supplies, 
and  all  were  satisfactory. 

(iii)  None  of  the  supplies  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  supplies  were  contaminated. 
The  table  on  page  21  gives  information  separately  in  respect  of  each  parish 

in  the  district. 


{b)  Private 

During  the  year,  36  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  6 for  chemical  examination. 

The  sampling  referred  to  the  supplies  to  233  cottages,  of  which,  during 
the  year,  54  houses  had  unfit  supplies.  In  addition,  36  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  1949,  making  a total  of  90  houses  with  unfit  supplies  to  be  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 

Notices  were  served  and  interviews  arranged  with  owners  resulting  as 


follows : — 

No.  of  dwellings  connected  to  public  mains  . . . . . . 16 

No.  of  dwellings  with  supplies  rendered  fit  by  works  carried  out 

by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

No.  of  dwellings  where  works  of  main  extensions  not  completed 

at  end  of  year  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

No.  of  dwellings  where  works  in  hand  but  not  completed  . . 4 

No.  of  dwellings  with  unfit  supplies  outstanding  at  the  end  of 

the  year  31 


The  above  samples  were  taken  from  supplies  to  individual  houses  and 
estate  supplies,  the  latter  being  as  follows  : — 


Estate 

No.  of 
Houses 

Fit 

Unfit 

Newtimber  Estate 

21 

21 

i 

Paddockhurst  Estate 

16 

16 

— 

Saddlescombe 

13 

13 

— 

Wakehurst 

10 

— 

10 

Holes  Supply,  Albourne 

24 

24 

— 

During  the  year  main  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Albourne,  Sayers 
Common,  Scaynes  Hill  for  Council  housing  estates,  at  West  Hoathly  and  the 
trunk  distribution  system  from  the  new  Saddlescombe  work  of  the  Burgess 
Hill  Water  Company  were  completed. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 


Acts,  and  Licensing  of  Work  . . . . . . . . . . 3,047 

Infectious  Disease — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . 188 

Factories — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 

Water  Supplies — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . 148 

Rats  and  Mice — No.  of  Visits 1,900 

Bolney  Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 

Survey — Handcross  and  Pease  Pottage  Sewerage  . . . . . . 303 

Moveable  Dwellings — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . 98 

Shops  Act — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 

Flies  and  Vermin — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Inns — No.  of  Inspections . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  115 

Swimming  Pools — No.  of  Visits..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

Milk  Supply — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 342 

No.  of  Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  ..  ..  268 

„ Food  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 

„ Catering  Establishments  . . . . . . . . 155 

„ Ice-Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 56 

„ Mobile  Fish  and  Chip  Vans  . . . . . . 7 

„ Bakehouses 46 


Total  . . 7,219 


MILK  SUPPLY 

23  purveyors  retail  milk  in  the  area  (including  outside  retail  purveyors). 
With  regard  to  the  purveyors  in  the  area,  the  methods  of  sterilisation  of 


equipment  is  as  follows : — 

No.  using  steam  and  detergents  . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  using  hypochlorites  and  detergents  . . . . . . 2 

No.  using  boiling  water  and  detergents  . . . . . . 1 

No.  purchasing  in  bottles  and  returning  to  wholesaler..  1 


The  general  conditions  at  dairies  were  very  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  bottles  were  taken  for  cleanliness  tests  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  retailer,  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  This  retailer  had  satisfactory 
results  when  more  care  was  taken  in  the  use  of  hypochlorites. 

During  the  year  the  following  milk  sampling  was  carried  out : — 

(a)  Ungraded  Milks 

199  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  53  were 
unsatisfactory.  Of  this  number  3 were  from  outside  retailers,  the  50  remaining 
were  divided  as  follows : — 

Retail  Purveyors. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  32 

Producer  Retailers  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

In  the  case  of  failures  the  results  were  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture County  Milk  Production  Officer,  if  the  results  of  the  sterilisation  of 
bottles  were  satisfactory. 
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(b)  Graded  Milks,  (i)  Tuberculin  Tested 

No.  of  samples  taken  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  117 

No.  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . . . . . 20 

Of  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  7 were  farm  bottled  and  a further 
6 were  taken  from  one  dairy,  the  fault  being  due  to  inadequate  sterilisation. 

(ii)  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 

53  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory 

(iii)  Pasteurised  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . 55 

No.  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . . . . . 2 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  an  outside  purveyor  and  were 
reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(iv)  Accredited  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

No.  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . . . . . 4 

School  Milks 

The  supplies  to  Schools  were  sampled  at  the  retailers  and  in  all  cases 
were  satisfactory. 


Milk  Supplies  to  Schools 


Name  of  School 

Type  of  Supply 

Pyecombe  . . 

Pasteurised 

Poynings  . . 

Accredited 

Albourne  . . 

Pasteurised 

Twineham  . . 

Pasteurised 

Bolney 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Sayers  Common  . . 

Pasteurised 

Hurstpierpoint 

Pasteurised 

Hassocks  . . 

Pasteurised 

Warninglid . . 

Pasteurised 

Handcross  . . 

Pasteurised 

Staplefield  . . 

Pasteurised 

Balcombe  . . 

Accredited 

Scaynes  Hill 

Pasteurised 

Ardingly 

Pasteurised 

Horsted  Keynes  . . 

Pasteurised 

West  Hoathly  

Tuberculin  Tested 

Turners  Hill 

Pasteurised 

Crawley  Down 

Pasteurised 

Copthorne  . . 

Pasteurised 

Pound  Hill. . 

Pasteurised 

Three  Bridges 

Pasteurised 

Of  the  twenty-one  schools,  19  are  supplied  with  either  tuberculin  tested  or 
pasteurised  milk. 
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Biological  Sampling 

Of  the  15  samples  which  were  taken  for  biological  examination,  one  was 
positive.  This  was  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  with 
the  following  result : — 

One  cow  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder 
and  was  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Water  Supplies  to  Dairy  Farms 

The  water  supplies  to  12  dairy  farms  were  sampled,  resulting  in  three 
being  found  unfit.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  works  were  in  progress  to  remedy 
this. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

Licences  granted  by  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council : — 


Retailers 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

„ (Supplementary)  . . . . . . 9 

Pasteurised  . . 3 

„ (Supplementary)  . . . . . . . . 7 

Accredited  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

„ (Supplementary) . . 2 

Sterilised  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


The  licences  granted  under  this  heading  shows  an  increase  of  eleven, 
the  largest  increase  being  under  the  heading  ‘ ‘ Pasteurised.  ’ ’ 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  bacteriological  and  biological 
samples  taken  from  1934-50. 


Bacteriological  Samples 


Year 

No.  taken 

Failing  to 
pass 

prescribed 

test 

Approx. 

Percentage 

1950 

449 

79 

17.6 

1949 

423 

40 

9.4 

1948 

292 

32 

10.9 

1947 

179 

9 

5.1 

1946 

177 

19 

10.7 

1945 

263 

24 

9.0 

1944 

262 

40 

15.4 

1943 

243 

25 

10.0 

1942 

94 

12 

12.5 

1941 

88 

16 

18.0 

1940 

81 

25 

30.8 

1939 

314 

97 

31.0 

1938 

455 

135 

34.0 

1937 

223 

91 

40.0 

1936 

194 

23 

11.0 

1935 

55 

25 

45.0 

1934 

26 

13 

50.0 

Totals 

3,818 

705 

21.2 

25 


Biological  Samples 


Year 

No.  taken 

Positive 

1950 

15 

1 

1949 

46 

0 

1948 

56 

2 

1947 

185 

1 

1946 

169 

6 

1945 

233 

2 

1944 

208 

3 

1943 

117 

4 

1942 

49 

4 

1941 

3 

0 

1940 

33 

0 

1939 

12 

0 

1938 

12 

0 

1937 

32 

0 

1936 

0 

0 

1935 

15 

0 

1934 

9 

0 

Totals  . . 

1,194 

23 

It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  1,194  samples,  23 — or  approximately  2 per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  positive. 


ICE-CREAM 

There  is  only  one  small  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  in  the  district,  the 
majority  of  the  67  vendors  obtaining  their  supplies  from  London  and  Brighton. 
During  the  year,  23  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 
The  tendency  is  for  the  vendors  in  the  area  to  sell  products  obtained 
from  the  larger  manufacturers. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOODS 

Throughout  the  year  assistance  has  been  given  in  the  inspection  of  meat 
at  the  Government  slaughterhouse. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  : 

No.  of  slaughtermen — licences  to  slaughter  renewed  10 


Foodshops  and  bakehouses  were  frequently  visited. 
Food  condemned  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


lib.  5oz.  bacon 

23^1b.  corned  beef 

1 x lib.  tin  corned  beef  hash 

1 x 31b.  tin  brawn 

1 x 30ozs.  tin  pork  brawn 

221b.  imported  beef 

1761b.  beef  (home  killed) 

1 x 16oz.  tin  Danish  pork 
931b.  pork  sausage  meat 
12  tins  condensed  milk 
26  x ^lb.  pkts.  pudding  mixtures 
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2^1b.  mutton 

3 x 61b.  tins  jellied  veal 

1 chicken 

6 stone  herrings 

20  stone  other  fish 

1881b.  ox  heads  and  tongues 

55  bottles  salad  cream 

1 x 16oz.  tin  beetroot 

6 casks  fruit  pulp 

461b.  assorted  sweets 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Catering  Establishments 

During  the  year  155  visits  were  made  to  catering  establishments,  emphasis 
being  given  to  the  education  of  the  staff  in  personal  and  kitchen  hygiene. 

Resulting  from  the  inspections  the  following  works  of  improvement 


were  carried  out : — 

Kitchens  cleansed  and  redecorated  . . . . . . . . 5 

Washing  facilities  improved,  including  use  of  detergents  and 

provision  of  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Sanitary  accommodation  for  staff  improved  . . . . . . 3 

Food  storage  facilities  improved  . . . . . . . . 6 

Food  storage  facilities  cleansed  and  decorated  . . . . 3 

New  kitchens  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Drainage  systems  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Glass  cabinets  provided  for  confectionery  . . . . . . 5 

Kitchen  floors  repaired 1 

Roadside  kiosk  totally  re-constructed — washable  walls  and 

counter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


Section  15.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  (Byelaws) 

The  byelaws  with  respect  to  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food 
came  into  force  in  this  area  in  August. 

During  the  year  237  visits  were  made  to  foodshops,  including  the  com- 
mencement of  a survey  under  the  above  byelaws.  In  all,  77  shops  were  surveyed 


during  the  year  with  the  following  results. 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . 49 

Wet  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Butchers’  Shops 12 

Confectioners  and  Sweets  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Greengrocery  1 

Food  Storage  and  Protection 

No.  of  shops  where  walls  and  ceiling  required  cleansing  . . 17 

No.  of  shop  stores  where  walls  and  ceiling  required  cleansing  12 

No.  of  premises — walls  and  ceiling  needing  repair  . . . . 4 

No.  of  premises — floor  needing  repair  . . . . . . . . 6 

No.  of  shops — inadequate  protection  (counter  displays)  . . 24 

No.  of  shops — inadequate  protection  for  articles  stored  in  shop  14 
No.  of  shops — inadequate  or  unsatisfactory  storage  arrange- 
ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

No.  of  shops — no  storage  space  other  than  shop  . . . . 9 

No.  of  shops — food  liable  to  contamination  from  paraffin  oil  1 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

No.  of  shops — accommodation  inadequate  . . . . . . 8 

No.  of  shops — accommodation  not  readily  accessible  . . 4 

No.  of  shops  not  displaying  “ wash-hand”  notices..  ..  77 

No.  of  shops  with  accommodation  leading  direct  off  food 

storage  . . . . , . . . . . . . . . , . 3 
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Washing  Accommodation 

No.  of  shops  without  washing  facilities  (lock-up  shops)  . . 2 

No.  of  shops  without  the  provision  of  hot  water  . . . . 29 

No.  of  shops  using  domestic  sinks  . . . . . . . . 42 

No.  of  shops  with  facilities  not  readily  accessible  . . . . 10 

No.  of  shops  without  provision  of  soap  and  towels  . . 4 

Waste  Products 

No.  of  shops  where  improvement  necessary  . . . . . . 12 

Cleanliness,  (a)  Persons  and  Clothing 

No.  of  shops  not  provided  with  washable  overalls  . . . . 8 

(b)  Counters,  Slabs,  etc. 

No.  of  shops  not  satisfactory  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Delivery  Vehicles 

No.  of  vehicles  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  (carrying  of  paraffin 

oil)  8 


Returnable  Containers — Fish 

Of  the  four  fishmongers,  in  one  instance  the  cleaning  and  storage 
of  containers  was  unsatisfactory,  in  the  others  special  stores  are 
provided. 

Refrigeration 

Of  the  65  shops  retailing  perishable  foods,  24  had  refrigerators, 
whilst  many  of  the  others  used  cool  cellars. 

General 

Of  the  77  shops  surveyed  only  38  employed  staff  outside  the  family,  and 
it  was  found  that  generally  speaking  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  fairly 
good,  and  the  response  of  both  proprietor  and  staff  to  suggestions  of  the  depart- 
ment were,  in  the  main,  well  received,  there  being  no  doubt  of  the  desire  to 
handle  and  deliver  food  in  a hygienic  manner. 

There  were  many  deficiencies,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  the 
main  ones  being  inadequate  protection  of  foods  displayed  on  counters,  floor, 
and  outside  of  the  shop  ; inadequate  storage,  the  provision  of  constant  hot 
water  for  hand  washing.  In  all  shops  the  notice  re  hand  washing  was  absent. 

As  a result  of  written  and  verbal  notices,  the  following  improvements 


were  made  : — 

No.  of  shops — displayed  food  on  counter  protected  (glass 

display  cabinets)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

No.  of  shops — food  protected  on  floor  and  outside  . . 5 

No.  of  shop  food  stores  cleansed  and  decorated  . . . . 4 

No.  of  shops  redecorated  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  shops — satisfactory  storage  for  returnable  containers 

provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  shops — washing  facilities  (basin,  hot  and  cold  water) 

provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  shops — constant  hot  water  provided  . . . . . . 5 

No.  of  shops — delivery  of  paraffin  in  food  vehicles  discontinued  1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Inns 

Following  the  survey  carried  out  in  1948  as  to  their  general  sanitary 
condition,  150  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  following  works  com- 


pleted : — 

(i)  Drainage 

Drainage  improved  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

The  position  is  now  as  follows : — 

No.  of  inns  drained  to  sewer  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

No.  of  inns  drained  to  cesspools  . . . . . . . . 25 

No.  of  inns  drained  to  septic  tanks  and  filters  . . . . 6 

(ii)  Closet  accommodation 

No.  of  inns — additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided 

(water  closets) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

No.  of  inns — new  urinals  provided  . . . . . . . . 4 

(iii)  Facilities  for  the  Cleansing  of  Glasses  and  Pipelines 

No.  of  inns  provided  with  sink,  hot  and  cold  water  . . 2 

No.  of  inns — storage  cellars  improved  . . . . ...  . . 1 

(iv)  General 

No.  of  inns — bars  re-decorated  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Statutory  Action  under  Public  Health  Acts 

No.  of  notices  served  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

During  the  year  works  were  commenced  on  the  laying  of  sewers  at  Scaynes 
Hill,  small  extensions  were  made  at  Ardingly  and  Turners  Hill  for  Council 
house  estates. 

At  Bolney,  works  of  re-drainage,  etc.,  were  continued,  and  the  following 


is  a summary  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year : — 

No.  of  dwellings  capable  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer..  134 
No.  of  dwellings  connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . 86 

No.  of  properties  completely  re-drained  . . . . . . 30 

No.  of  properties  drainage  modified  . . . . . . . . 53 

No.  of  pail  and  chemical  closets  converted  to  water  closets  26 

No.  of  new  closet  structures  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

No.  of  existing  closet  structures  modified  ..  ..  ..  15 

No.  of  dwellings  provided  with  baths 6 


ALBOURNE 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  works  of  drainage  completed  at  the 


end  of  the  year. 

No.  of  dwellings  capable  of  connection  to  the  sewer  . . 64 

No.  of  dwellings  connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . 37 

No.  of  farms  connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  halls  connected  to  the  sewer  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

No.  of  properties  completely  re-drained  . . . . . . 4 

No.  of  properties — drainage  modified  . . . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  pail  or  chemical  closets  converted  to  w.c.s  . . . . 2 


General 

At  the  commencement  of  1949  drainage  nuisances  existed  from  84 
properties  by  pollution  of  ditches  and  streams.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1950, 
52  nuisances  had  been  abated. 
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HOUSING  SURVEY 


Resulting  from  works  carried  out  during  the  year  the  following  catergory 
alterations  were  made  : — 


No.  of 
dwellings 

Original 

category 

No.  of 
dwellings 

New 

category 

11 

5 

3 

3 

2 

2 

6 

1 

7 

3 

7 

2 

In  addition  to  the  above,  works  were  carried  out  at  86  cottages,  but  these 
works  were  not  sufficient  to  transfer  them  to  a higher  category. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Housing  Survey  in  1946  the  following  altera- 
tions in  categories  have  been  made  : — 

Seventy-eight  dwellings  originally  in  catergory  5 were  repaired  and  trans- 
ferred to  a higher  category  as  follows : — 

44  to  category  3,  9 to  category  2 and  25  to  category  1. 

With  regard  to  houses  in  category  3 — 47  were  transferred  to  category  2. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  11,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  as  follows : — 

No.  of  houses,  undertakings  accepted  . . . . . . . . 5 

No.  of  houses,  undertakings  cancelled  . . . . . . . . 6 


HOUSING— WORKS  CARRIED  OUT 


Either  as  a result  of  notices  and  interviews  with  owners  at  the  time  of,  or 
following  visits  made  in  connection  with  complaints  and  licensing,  the 
following  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


(i)  Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation 

No.  of  properties  re-drained  or  improved  ..  ..  ..  133 

No.  of  properties  connected  to  sewers . . . . . . . . 66 

No.  of  properties  where  septic  tank  and  filter  installed  . . 30 

No.  of  properties  where  septic  tank  and  filter  improved  . . 6 

No.  of  cesspools  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

No.  of  properties  where  drainage  systems  unblocked  ..  15 

No.  of  properties  where  manholes  provided  to  drains  . . 20 

No.  of  conversions  from  earth  and  chemical  to  water  closets  53 

No.  of  conversions  from  privies  to  pail  closets  . . . . nil 

No.  of  new  W.C.  pans  provided  . . . . . . . . 95 

No.  of  properties  where  flushing  apparatus  provided  ..  10 

No.  of  new  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 55 

No.  of  trapped  lead  waste  pipes  provided  . . . . . . 36 

No.  of  dairy  farms,  new  drainage  installed  , , , . . , 7 


30 


(ii)  Housing 

(a)  Dampness 

No.  of  houses — horizontal  damp  proof  course  provided 
„ — vertical  damp  proof  course  provided 

„ — internal  cavity  wall  formed  . . 

„ — cement  rendered  and  tile  hung 

„ — walls  repaired  or  re-pointed  . . 

„ — house  site  concrete  laid 

„ — dry  area  formed 

,,  — roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

„ — chimneys  repaired  or  re-built 

„ — rainwater  collection  and  disposal  improved 

„ — sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved 

(b)  General 

No.  of  new  boarded  floors  provided  or  floor  repaired 
„ new  solid  floors  provided 

„ foodstores  provided  and  lighting  and  ventilation 
provided  to  existing 

„ houses — heights  of  rooms  increased  . . 

,,  houses — repairs  to  walls  and  ceilings  . . 

„ new  windows  and  existing  repaired  . . 

„ new  doors  and  existing  repaired 

Additional  lighting  and  ventilation  provided 

No.  of  new  cooking  ranges  and  existing  repaired  . . 

„ houses — new  paving  provided  . . 

„ houses — new  wash  coppers  provided  . . 

„ houses — new  fire  grates  provided  and  existing  repaired 


6 

3 

10 

11 

38 

9 

9 

58 

45 
36 
26 

57 

68 

38 
13 

46 
138 

91 

29 

47 

39 
5 
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Seventy-seven  houses  were  provided  with  adequate  bathing  facilities. 
Hot  water  systems,  covering  new  bathrooms  and  existing,  were  installed  in 
81  cases. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  increase  in  the  number  of  baths  with  hot 
and  cold  water  over  provided.  The  installing  of  septic  tanks  and  filters  in 
lieu  of  cesspools  has  been  maintained — this  is  a very  satisfactory  feature. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

In  connection  with  the  above,  98  visits  were  made,  and  it  was  again  found 
that  there  was  an  increase  of  this  type  of  structure  in  the  area.  With  very  few 
exceptions,  all  are  of  the  trailer  type,  in  a sound  structural  condition. 
During  the  year  ten  site  licences  were  granted  and  one  refused. 


INFESTATION 

In  all  work  a preparation  containing  D.D.T.  was  used,  with  satisfactory 
results  in  dwelling  houses. 

A total  of  43  visits  were  made,  as  a result  of  which  the  following  works 
were  carried  out : — 

No.  of  rooms  treated  for  bugs  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

„ treated  for  fleas  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

In  all,  176  visits  were  made  and  51  rooms  were  disinfected. 


BATHING  POOLS 

There  is  one  pool  open  to  the  general  public  in  the  area  and  four  sited 
at  schools,  in  addition  bathing  takes  place  in  two  large  ponds  and  one  river. 
Seven  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  three 
were  unsatisfactory,  as  follows,  lake,  river  and  private  school. 

FACTORIES 

During  the  year  108  visits  were  made,  and  no  statutory  action  was  found 
to  be  necessary. 
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FACTORIES 


1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

36 

30 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  to  which  section  7 
applies — (a)  Subject  to 
the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforce- 
ment Order  1938) 

97 

78 

4 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out- 
workers premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

133 

108 

6 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

1 > 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 

ToH.M. 

Inspec- 

tor 

:rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l). . 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3)  ..  . ..  .. 

Defective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

*— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

1 

" 

1 

ive  . . 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to 

1 

1 

homework) 

— 

Totals 

6 

5 

- 

5 

- 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


One  full-time  operator  is  employed  and  the  methods  used  are  those 
recommended  by  the  Infestation  Control  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1950: — 

Council  Property 

All  refuse  tips  and  sewage  farms  are  regularly  treated.  During  the  year 
17  treatments  were  carried  out  resulting  in  an  estimated  kill  of  approximately 
550  rats,  the  majority  from  refuse  tips,  all  of  which  are  kept  under  reasonable 
control,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  refuse  tips  form  ideal  locations  for  rats. 

During  the  year  the  sewers  were  tested,  and,  with  one  exception  (Hurst- 
pierpoint)  were  found  to  be  clear  of  rats.  In  this  instance  the  sewers  and 
surrounding  property  were  baited  and  on  re-test  the  area  was  found  to  be 
clear. 


Private  Property 

The  work  can  be  summarised  as  follows : — 

Rats  Mice 

No.  of  treatments  at  private  dwellings 94  31 

,,  business  premises  (including  food- 

shops)  . . . . . . . . 21  2 

General 

Number  of  properties  surveyed  for  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice : — 
Private  dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 427 

Business  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Food  shops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Total  No.  of  pre-baits  laid  . . . . . . ...  . . 5,063 

„ poison  baits  laid  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,062 

„ rats  picked  up  . . . . . . . . . . 747 

Estimated  No.  of  rats  killed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,151 

,,  mice  killed 274 


Charges 

During  the  year  a free  service  was  given  at  dwelling  houses.  With  regard 
to  business  premises  full  cost  of  carrying  out  the  work,  including  travelling 
expenses  are  recovered. 


DETAILS  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 


Overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Housing  defects  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Pollution  of  ditches  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Refuse  collection  . . . .'  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Rats  and  mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Unsatisfactory  living  conditions  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Flv  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


Total  . . 209 
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